Fleet 3 Newsletter

11 September 2003

MBYC Report

See separate notice from Steve.

SCRA Report

Fleet 3 provided two separate race committees for SCRA this summer. Thanks to Dan Merino, Steve Schnelker, Mark Kurzava, and Karl Liebat. Volunteers are needed for next year to continue to run the fleet – Race Committee chairman, Secretary, and Treasurer positions are all available. Contact Bill Jenkins if you would like to help out an organization that puts on great racing every month for us.

Action Item Status from last Fleet Meeting

Work with SDYC to have a dinghy regatta in North San Diego Bay. (Bill J) SDYC had expressed interest in this earlier, but apparently will not have the resources available for the rest of the year. May have another opportunity next year.

Post list of boats in the fleet on the web site. (Bill J) Done.
Create crew list on the web site. (Bill J) Done.
Look into a “505 Day” at MBYC for taking the uninitiated out on rides. (Ben W)  No Progress.
Organize a Classics-only regatta. (Mark K) No Progress.

PARTAY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

We have a LOT of rum sitting in my garage, left over from B2B regattas of the past, and it’s not doing any of us any good at all. So mark your calendars for October 19th! John and Trish Billings have graciously offered their beach house, bbq, and sand games for a rum punch extravaganza. Bring some meat to grill – special awards for the tastiest preparation – and a side dish to share. The first batch of rum punch will be poured at 1:00pm. Sodas, chips, and dip will also be provided. Address is 3333 Ocean Front Walk, San Diego, CA; just a stone’s throw north of the roller coaster in Mission Beach. If you know what a 505 is, then consider yourself invited!
Upcoming events

Rum party (see above) - October 19th
Election of 2004 Fleet Officers – We need to elect a Fleet Captain and a Secretary/Treasurer. Election will take place in October.

MBYC Year end Trophy dinner – November 22, 6pm. We should have trophies for several MBYC series as well as the usual fleet perpetuals.

White Elephant Party – December 13th at the Casa Merino Sailing Association.

Wedding Announcements

One time 505 sailor Chris Stomberg has managed to convince his lovely girlfriend (sorry, I don’t know her name) to spend the rest of her life with him. The ceremony will take place this November in New York City. The happy couple plans to make their home in San Diego.

Editorial – Just my opinion, other opinions are welcome as well.

Don’t count on the fleet email list to find crew.  Boat owners tend to pair up and the number of boats sailing diminishes. Occasionally pairing up is certainly good since people can share knowledge and learn from each other. But there are better ways of getting crew for a regatta.

The best situation, of course, is to have a regular partner that you sail with. The partner is someone you practice with on a regular basis, someone who knows the schedule and commits to all or most of the regattas you want to sail in, and shares your enthusiasm for 505 sailing. Another approach is to have a list of sailors interested in 505 sailing that you can call and who will go sailing with you if they are available that weekend. Lots of prior notice goes a long way in that case. 

How do you find these people? There are several ways. Most of us already talk up the boat to our friends, co-workers, and people around the yacht club. Go through the crew lists that are published in several places. Santana Magazine puts a list out twice a year. Several of the yacht clubs and colleges in town have them on their websites, as does sdsailing.com. Even the Fleet 3 website has a crew list. A third approach is to talk to the junior instructors and find out whom the top juniors or recent graduates are who might gravitate toward 505s. The instructor him/herself might even be interested. These people may need to be trained, but that’s a short-term investment for the long-term gain of more active use of your boat, a healthier fleet, and more fun. You have already invested a lot of time and money in your boat, don’t let that go to waste by not having someone to sail with.

Too many boats in our fleet have gone too long without having a regular crew. When you look at the Boat List on the fleet website, most of the boats listed are missing regular crew or drivers. Being conservative here, if most of them would invest the time to develop crew, and half of those went out sailing in every regatta, we would have a really active fleet and we would all have a lot more fun.

Financial Status

No changes since the last meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Jenkins
